
The History of Combe Florey 

Combe Florey, a village with farming history, titled gentlemen and great literary connections. 

 

The village is remarkable in having twenty four listed buildings including some truly 

beautiful Grade 2 and 2* listed houses and a Grade 1 listed church, parts of which date from 

as far back as the thirteenth century. 

 

The original medieval Manor House no longer exists and only the Gate House survives. It 

would have been sited on the level ground between the Gate House and the church.  

 

In 1665 Thomas Fraunceis, a later owner of the property, built a new house  further up the 

hill which still exists in part today, (with some later additions) and is now referred to as 

Combe Florey House’.  

 

A second Manor House was built in Combe Florey in the 16th Century and was extended and 

added to in the 17th, 18th, and 20th centuries. This building, now referred to as The Old 

Manor House, is currently divided into two dwellings. 

 

In its time, Combe Florey has drawn to its heart some famous literary celebrities. Notable 

among these was The Reverend Sydney Smith, who lived in the Old Rectory and was the 

village’s incumbent rector 1829 - 1845. There is a window and plaque to his memory in the 

church.  

 

In the early 20th Century, the writer Terrance Rattigan lived with his parents in the Old 

Manor House.’ At that time, it was still one dwelling, with grounds extending to around 

seven acres, including a trout stream. 

 

In 1956, the author Evelyn Waugh moved to Combe Florey House on the hill. By this time he 

had already written his famous book ‘Brideshead Revisited.’ He died at home in 1966, and is 

buried in a private plot behind the church. 

 

Auberon Waugh, the famous journalist and eldest son of Evelyn, moved into the house in 

Combe Florey after his father died. He died in 2001 and was buried in the new churchyard. 

His daughter Daisy and son Alexander, both journalists, follow in the footsteps of their 

Grandfatherand Father. The Waugh family sold ‘Combe Florey House on the hill in 2008 and 

have moved away from the village. 
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