
A BRIEF LOOK AT COMBE FLOREY HISTORY 
 

A VILLAGE WITH FARMING HISTORY, TITLED GENTLEMEN, GREAT LITERARY 

CONNECTIONS AND STORIES OF PAST GREAT EVENTS….. 
 

Combe Florey is a civil parish listed in the hundred of Taunton Deane, in the county of Somerset. 

  

The village is remarkable due to it having twenty four listed buildings including some truly beautiful Grade 

2 and 2* listed houses and a Grade 1 listed church, parts of which date from as far back as the thirteenth 

century. 

  

In ancient times, until England became a unified country in the 10th century, Somerset was part of the Anglo 

Saxon Kingdom of Wessex.   

 

By the time the Domesday Book was written in 1086, Combe Florey is listed as part of the Bishop of 

Winchester’s Taunton estate.
i
  

 

In 1100, Baldwin de Cume (Combe) is recorded as living in the Manor House. He was succeeded in turn by 

Hugh de Fluri (Fleuri /Florey) and after him Ranolf de Fluri. The combination of these names most likely 

gave the village its name.
ii
 

 

The original medieval Manor House no longer exists and only the Gate House survives. It would have been 

sited on the level ground between the Gate House and the church.  

 

In 1665 Thomas Fraunceis, a later owner of the property built a new house  further up the hill which still 

exists in part today, (with some later additions) and is now referred to as ‘Combe Florey House’.  

 

A second Manor House was built in Combe Florey in the 16
th

 Century and was extended and added to in the 

17th, 18th, and 20th centuries.  This building, now referred to as ‘The Old Manor House’, is currently 

divided into two dwellings. 

 

The local, red sandstone which is evident in the construction of church and many of the older buildings in 

the village was obtained locally from the local quarries in and around the village. 

 

Until recently Combe Florey would have been classed as a ‘farming village’ that could provide good arable 

land for the local community to work. 

 
    “The soil is a rich loam; subsoil, marl; and produces abundant crops of wheat, beans, 

      barley, mangolds, potatoes and turnips”  – Kelly’s Directory 1901 

 

In the latter half of 19
th

 Century, Britain was forced to import foreign corn and the notion of us being self – 

supporting as far as food was concerned was gradually eroded and in Combe Florey, as in much of the 

country, many arable fields were returned to pasture or replaced by orchards. 

With the arrival of mechanised farming and improved transportation links many of the villagers of Combe 

Florey sought work further afield. 

 

 The West Somerset Railway, which runs past the village to this day, was opened in 1862 and provided the 

local population with a source of excitement, transport links to the outside world, and jobs on the track.  

  

A reflection of the social change occurring in Combe Florey can be seen in census records.  

 
 In 1911 the census records show the population of the village as 261.  

 In 2011 the census records show the population of the village as 260.   

 



Over a period of 100 years the village grew, more dwellings were built, but as the records show the 

population remained stagnant. The era of large extended families living together and working the land has 

gone, but the village continues to exist and adapt to each new era.  

 

Literary Connections: 

In its time Combe Florey has drawn to its heart some famous “Literary Celebrities” 

  

 Notable among these was The Reverend Sydney Smith, who lived in the ‘Old Rectory’ and was 

the village’s incumbent rector 1829 - 1845. There is a window and a plaque to his memory in the 

church.  

 

He was renown as a great British wit and raconteur, both at home in the UK and in the colonies 

(particularly America). Through him the village and life in it became known to a wide spread 

audience, and to literary circles across the world. The Reverend Smith subsequently became 

Canon of St Pauls Cathedral in London. There is a Sydney Smith Society with groups in many 

countries around the world, and pilgrimages are made to Combe Florey by his many acolytes. 

 

 In the early 20
th

 Century, the writer, Terrance Rattigan, lived with his parents in the “Old Manor 

House.”  At that time, it was still one dwelling, with grounds extending to around seven acres, 

including a trout stream. 

 

 In 1956, the author Evelyn Waugh moved to ‘Combe Florey House’ on the hill. By this time he 

had already written his famous book ‘Brideshead Revisited.’ He died at home in 1966, and is 

buried in a private plot behind the church. 

 

 Auberon Waugh, the famous journalist, and eldest son of Evelyn, moved into the house in 

Combe Florey after his father died. He died in 2001 and was buried in the new churchyard. His 

daughter Daisy and son Alexander, both journalists, follow in the footsteps of their Grandfather 

and Father. The Waugh family sold ‘Combe Florey House’ on the hill in 2008 and have moved 

away from the village. 

 
The Showering Connection: 

    The Showering Family owned the Perry Pear Orchard which was situated behind the village hall. This 

orchard, like many others in the area, was destroyed in 1992. The Showerings also owned other properties 

in and around Combe Florey and will be remembered for their association with the Babycham drink, which 

celebrated a significant anniversary in 2013, it being sixty years since the national launch in 1953. Combe 

Florey played its part in the history of its making. 

 

The Great War 1914-1918: 

The 100th anniversary of the start of The Great War will be remembered in Combe Florey this year. The 

village War Memorial, a granite Cross, is situated to the front of the church and is inscribed:  

 

“To the Glory of God and in the memory of the eight parishioners who fell, and of the forty five who from 

this parish served in the Great War 1914 – 1918, this cross is the gift of the people.” 

 

The Rector of Combe Florey lost a son. The post mistress lost her husband. The village lost fathers, brothers, 

sons and friends. 

 

                                                 
i
 Winchester was the capital of Wessex and the centre of the government of England. 

ii
 The word Cwm also translates to mean valley and Fleuri translates to mean flowers. This translation helps to continue the debate 

that questions whether the knights named themselves after the ‘valley of flowers’. In 1791 John Collinson wrote ‘History and 

Antiquities of Somerset’ and he suggests Combe Florey “takes its original name from its situation”: General opinion is this is 

unlikely but nevertheless ‘valley of flowers’ is an apt description for the village. 


